Dear readers and contributors,

Welcome to the first issue of *Neural Regeneration Research* (NRR) in 2014. Over the past few years, NRR has dedicated its focus to the rapidly growing field of neural regeneration. The editorial team has made significant contributions to soliciting higher quality papers and many efforts, described below, have been or will be made to make NRR one of the leading journals in the field of neural regeneration.

We are very pleased to announce that NRR is now indexed in PubMed and PubMed Central (PMC) (<http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog/101316351>).This means that full-text articles will not only be available in the journal\'s website (<http://www.nrronline.org/>), but also in PMC (<http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/>). Readers are able to search NRR\'s articles in PubMed. We are also working on the index of articles which are available as Advance Online Publications (AOP) with NRR in PubMed. The benefit of AOP is that high-quality peer-reviewed research articles can be searched, downloaded, and cited a few months ahead of print.

The online manuscript submission and review system is being transitioned to Editorial Manager, which is the most widely used editorial system in the world. Our contributors and reviewers are themselves already using Editorial Manager without difficulty. Also the manuscript management system allows better interactions between editors, authors and reviewers.

In addition, readers may immediately notice major changesto the journal including the cover and article format in this first issue of 2014. Figures are now a prominent part of the Journal, both online and in print. Although we previously published color images in the printed journal issues, beginning with this issue, we will publish color images with even higher resolutions and better quality. High quality images often make a significant impact and convey important information to the readers, and we will make every effort to provide readers with better quality images. We encourage the contributors of NRR to include high quality images in their future manuscript submissions.

In April 2013, NRR joined an e-journal co-publishing partnership with MedKnow Publications, one of the biggest medical-related publishers that publish peer-reviewed, open- access, academic journals. Based on Google Statistics, which provides an analysis of the journal\'s website visitors and details their visits from November 2013 to January 2014, there have been 14,066 pageviews in the last 3 months and 70% of the visitors were new to the site (<http://www.nrronline.org/>) and accessed the site for the first time. Most online readers are from China, United States, India, United Kingdom, South Korea, Iran, Turkey, Canada, Japan, and Germany. Additionally, iPad and iPhones are being used more frequently to access journal contents. Looking at the growing trend towards such applications, it is feasible to launch our journal on iPad in early 2014.

In the coming year, we would like to publish more review papers and perspectives on special topics from established scientists who are leaders in their respective fields. We hope that, through this approach, the Journal will be able to provide readers with the most updated information on recent advances in science in different regeneration-related research disciplines. Scientists who are interested in serving as a Guest Editor for a special issue with 3--5 papers on a special topic are encouraged to submit their proposals to NRR. The journal will also start publishing Short Research Announcementsby scientists who wish to announce research results of a future publication in a leading journal, which could take months to be published. The Announcements will appear within 1 month of acceptance and will also be available online within 1 month. We look forward to receiving your submissions with this new mechanism and working with you closely to facilitate a rapid publication.

The Journal will also strive to achieve rapid publication of all accepted manuscripts. All manuscripts will receive a peer-review decision within 4 weeks after submission and, when accepted, the manuscripts will be published online within 3--4 weeks from acceptance. If authors have a specific publication deadline in mind, please contact our editorial office for a pre-submission inquiry. This will enable us to arrange a faster peer review and an even smoother production process. If your manuscript has recently been rejected by one of the top journals in neuroscience due to lack of space, we could expedite a thorough review directly by our editorial board members within 2 weeks, and a rapid publication after its acceptance.

Continuing from the big success of the 3^rd^ International Neural Regeneration Symposium(INRS2013) with over 700 participants from 180 research institutions of 9 countries, we announce the 4^th^ International Neural Regeneration Symposium (INRS2014) in conjunction with the 9^th^ Asia Pacific Symposium on Neural Regeneration (APSNR) and the 6^th^ International Spinal Cord Injury Treatments and Trials Symposium (ISCITT) to be held in Nanjing, China in September 2014. The final dates and latest program will be posted soon on the symposium website (<http://www.inrs-nrr.org/>). We look forward to your active participation of the symposium and hope that you will find the symposium to be attractive and of high scientific value.

As always, our vision for NRR continues to be publishing the very best articles and reviews in neural regeneration. Additionally, we encourage the submission of short papers that report cutting-edge research in neural regeneration. As Editors-in-Chief, we are happy to hear from you concerning articles, perspectives, highlights, field reports, and reviews submitted to NRR.

Finally, once again, we want to thank all the readers, contributors, reviewers, and editorial board members for your invaluable support and contributions to NRR. We wish you all a Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous New Year.

Sincerely,
